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A GOOD

Mama
was bent
ever so slightly
over the stove stir-
ring the pot of deli-
ciousness she had been
attending to for most of the
day.  The aroma that came
from that pot filled the
house and had my taste buds
hungry for even a tiny taste.

I had watched as she
carefully washed and cut up
a whole chicken earlier this
morning and carefully
placed its pieces into a bath
of water in that pot.  It
seemed like as soon as that
chicken hit the surface she
started chopping up bits of
celery, onion and carrots.  

She hummed a soft tune
under her breath as she went
about her work.  Her face
looked peaceful, almost
serene, and her eyes were
bright … just looking at her
eyes always made me
happy.  My mama has so
much love stored up in her
eyes.  Every once in a while
she would stop to give me a
quick glance and a soft
smile.

I asked her early on if I
could help her set the table
and as her smile lit up the
room she assured me that I
could at the appropriate

time.  
She told me that we

would be having our soup
for dinner but that I could
help her set the table for
lunch in just a bit if I
wanted to.  She knew I
wanted to and I knew that
since she didn’t need me to
do
it

right away it would be best
for me to attend to my
chores.

It was hard to walk away
from the kitchen.  My
tummy was growling and
even though I had tasks to
see to I really wanted to stay

there with her and linger at
her side.  I especially loved
to watch her chop up the
herbs.  The pungent smell of
fresh chopped herbs is one
of my favorite things in the
whole world!

I tiptoed down the hall-
way to my bedroom and

started making my bed and
putting some of my things
away.  I noticed that my lit-
tle garbage can was full so I
headed back down the hall-
way and through the kitchen
to empty it into the waiting
station at the back of the
house.  Oooo the smell of
that chicken stock made my
tummy growl even louder!
Right when I was starting to
step back across the thresh-
old and back into the house
I noticed a tiny bundle just
out of the corner of my eye.
I quickly closed the door
and went to investigate.  A
tiny little bunny rabbit was
right there by the foundation
of our house and it looked
like it wanted to just melt
into the wall.  It was shaking
and its little ears were laid
straight back on its head as
if it was hoping it were in-
visible.  I did a fast look-
around to see if I spotted

more bunnies or its mommy
but all I could see was green
grass or pavers everywhere I
looked.  

I walked over towards it
trying to take slow, deliber-
ate steps so as not to startle
it.  The tiny ball of fur just
looked up at me and kept

twitching its little nose.  I
sat down on the pavers just
to the side of it and started
up a conversation thinking
that maybe it would put it
more at ease.  That’s what
mama does with me when
I’m upset.  

In pretty quick order I de-
cided it would be a good
idea to give the bunny a
name as it just didn’t seem

right to
go on talking

this way without
a proper name to refer

to.  I named her Ella Mae.
(Turns out it was gender per-
fect!)  After sparse (and very
one-sided) introductions I
invited her to stay right
where she was and I prom-
ised to return with a treat.  I
ran back into the house so
fast I startled mama and at
the same time caused her to
laugh. She said I looked so
serious and intent she could-
n’t imagine what caused that
reaction in me so quickly
outside. When I explained
she gave me some of the car-
rots and celery she had
chopped and shooed me
back out of the kitchen. 

Once outside I could see
that Ella Mae was right
where I left her only now
one of her ears was sticking
almost straight up and she
looked at me with a watch-
ful eye.  I laid the treats out
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Why is it no one ever told
me that one day my body
would take over and my

brain would take a
back seat?  What’s up
with the “pause” stuff?
I am trying desperately
these days to figure
out why in the world
we are made this way.
The last time I ever re-
member pondering this
was when I was about
13 or so.  

Now here I am a
prisoner of a body that
seems to have a mind

of its own.  I have wrinkles
on my wrists!  With every
passing year I am resem-

bling (more and more) a
shar pei puppy.  The veins in
my hands are always appar-
ent (is my skin becoming
more transparent?) and my
arms are covered with spots
that originally looked like
cute little freckles but are
now beginning to look like
splotches.

My waist is harboring
enough energy (I think) to
run a massive nuclear plant
because it has grown in size
and there is no energy to be
found in my body anywhere
else so it must be storing it
up in there!

Trying to lose weight
(how did this happen???  I
used to be so thin!) has be-
come an uphill battle.  I can
crave ice cream and all sorts
of other junk better than any
pregnant woman out there.
What is going on with this
body???!

I have decided not to rec-
oncile myself to it though
because I miss the body I
once had (and I’m not talk-
ing about when I was 17) …
I miss the body of just a few
short years ago.   So … I am
off on a journey of discov-
ery.  I am excited to see if I
can recapture what once was

or if I will instead capture a
new attitude about this cur-
rent body.

Now as for my brain, my
brain has gone on vacation.
There is simply no other ex-
planation.  My mother, who
is 75 now, has been com-
plaining of memory loss …
I think to myself, really
mother?  I am 23 years
younger than you and I, too,
am wondering why I can’t
remember where I’m going
when I get out of my chair
during a commercial break
and head down the hallway.
I don’t let it get to me.
Why?  Because on any
given day I am inundated
with a work load that should
be split between a minimum
of 3 people yet there is only
1 me.  On any given day I
have to multi task as though
my life depended on it.  I
have to meet the challenge
of blending the household
duties (yeah … dust never
rests & dirty clothes have no
end) with office duties and
make it seem effortless.  I
have 3 dogs that need to be
fed, watered, loved and let
out off and on throughout
the day … a very demand-
ing parrot and two tanks of

fish; all of which need atten-
tion every single day.  This
small list does not include
all of my outdoor chickens,
cats and other critters.  Nor
does it include the wife,
mom, nana, sister, daughter
hats that I wear every day.
Having a full life is a bless-
ing but I really started to
question that once the
“pauses” came into my life.
Every day used to be a
breeze to deal with com-
pared to now but that’s okay
… I liken it to child birth …
it happens every day …
women deal with it and get
through it.

I will probably never un-
derstand the “why” of this
stuff but then again I don’t
understand the “why” of
wasps either and I have no
desire to “google” either one
of them.  It will all remain
shrouded in mystery for me
and I will be content.  

In the meantime I have to
text Bob and let him know
to bring home a small soft
serve cone (preferably
dipped in chocolate).  Now
where did I put my phone?
:) 
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July has come and gone
but it sure was a lot of fun
while it lasted!  It started out
with Bob and Brenda doing
work outside a lot more than
usual but I realized soon
enough that they were just
preparing for being away on
the 4th.  On the 2nd one of
our neighbors had a fire-
work show in their front
yard and it was really loud!
Long story short we’ll just
say that due to an oversight
Brenda was dealt a blow
when she realized that
Princess is scared to death
of fireworks and took off
like a rocket to who knew
where.  She is dark brown
and black and weighs 2 lbs.
(It was like searching for a
needle in a haystack at that
time of the evening).  She’s
smaller than most of the
chickens in the yard and
she’s full grown!  She has a
300 lb attitude though, that’s
for sure!  She was eventu-
ally found by another neigh-
bor (thank you Ms. Fern!)
and returned unharmed but
shaken.  Gunther high tailed
it into the house and tried to
hide by closing his eyes and
making everything disap-
pear (at 200 lbs it is hard for
him to “hide” anywhere).
The sound of all of the
booms made him a nervous

wreck.  Ms. “Thing” just sat
back and laughed at both of
them but only because she
has no fear of anything.  The
kittens had all bolted and I
was left to enjoy the beauti-
ful sparks in the sky all by
myself.  How many nights
of fireworks have I lived
through now?  It’s hard to
guess.  It wasn’t long
though that Pretty came
slinking back with a very
halting gait trying to figure
out if it was really okay to
join me or not.  I beckoned

her forward and she came
and snuggled in real close –
just to be sure to feel extra
safe.  It was a glorious night
and one I have thought
about many times since.
July 4th was more of the
same … those silly kids still
didn’t understand that all
was well.  

The rest of July flew by
and I marveled as the flow-
ers peaked in all of their
gorgeous splendor!  Life is
to be enjoyed … in the mo-
ments that give us absolute

peace as well as those that
have us walking a halting
gait.  I think looking back I
have embraced them all and
I am content and very
happy.  What is there to
worry or fuss over?  I am

surrounded by glory every-
where I look and I marvel at
it … even more so with
time.  Growing old is a very
calming event!  Time for a
nap now.
prrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Today is my Moms birth-
day she’s 88 years old.  She
lives in a Chicago suburb. I
planned on going to see her
today but she will be spend-
ing the day out with my sis-
ters; a girl’s day out. 

As I remember special
times with mom I realize I
was a real hand full being
the only boy. I stirred things
up more than once. Mom
was always protecting me
from my older sisters be-

cause I was the youngest. I
think I could have gotten
away with anything at least
until Dad got home. As
adults we go from day to
day working and dealing
with our busy schedules not
always remembering and
thinking of the important
things in our life. 

Mom’s a little frail; she
can’t see very well and her
memory is not what it was. 

I ask myself how much

longer will I have with mom
and why don’t I make more
time to spend with her. I
have all the excuses of run-
ning a business and working
80 hour weeks but they’re
just excuses.  When will  I
learn?  Mom, by the time
you read this I will have
made it to Chicago I will
have had some time with
you. This office will run a
day without me. This last
week or two has been full of
ups and downs for my fam-
ily.

One of the bright spots is
the new addition of Mattie,
my newest grandchild ...
you can see her in the an-
nouncements section. I
know this article has been a
little more personal than
business but if you can’t talk
with 26,000 of your friends
and neighbors who can you

talk with? I was going to
talk a little about tax rebates
but first ... one more thing
about good moms. Outside
my showroom window
Brenda has a flower box.  In
that flower box sits a
chicken. That’s where she
chose to lay her eggs. She’s
sitting on them eggs day and
night rarely leaving through
rain or wind storms she sits
and protects them eggs wait-
ing for her new babies.
Now, I’m not comparing my
mom to a chicken, but look-
ing out the window watch-
ing that chicken is making
me think about my mom. 

Okay, it’s time to talk
about heating stuff.  Tax
breaks: the stimulus credits
will soon be ending. Many
of your neighbors bought
new furnaces and got
$1500.00 in tax credits + re-

bates from NIPSCO and
manufacturers. If you pur-
chase a furnace this year
(2010) you can save
$2000.00 easy. We do all the
paperwork for you. All it
takes is for you to make one
phone call get a no obliga-
tion (free) estimate. Find out
how to lower your gas and
electric bill.

Improve your indoor air
quality and do it all for no
money down with low pay-
ments.

This tax credit is part of
the stimulus package signed
by the president. This
money is there for you to
use don’t miss out on some-
thing that should be yours. 

Call Bob today (574)
825-1677 ... well ... go call,
I’m waiting.  (Psst) you bet-
ter do it or I tell my Mom.
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A word from Bob Dwyer, Jr.

2nd Floor of the Wells Fargo Bank Bldg.
P.O. Box 414 • 245 N. Morton St.
Shipshewana, In 46565
260-336-3362

Janelle Warner Ashby, PsyD
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Christian
Psychological Services

200 W. Warren, Middlebury
PH: 574-825-5400

www.sogreen.net

Flowers • Gifts • Balloons
Chocolates • Plants

WE DELIVER

Offer good w/ad only. Limit one per order. Offer expires August 14, 2010.

CELEBRATE THE SUMMER FESTIVAL AUG. 9-14!
50-75% OFF SIDEWALK SALE
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An excerpt …
There is a warm breeze

blowing in my heart.  I feel
it distinctly every time I
think of God and His cre-
ation.  As I breathe in and
out I imagine Him filling
my lungs and allowing me
to exhale and it tickles me.
He is the beginning, the end
and everything in between.
I knew Him as a child when
I was afraid of the dark.  He
was with me … allowing
my fear but nevertheless
staying right there with me
so that I wouldn’t be alone.
I could sense His presence.
When I was very young we
moved far away and every-
thing I had ever known
changed.  My friends were
gone, my extended family,
my house and yard.  I was
sad, unsure and once again I
was afraid.  The one thing

that seemed familiar even
though it too was drastically
different was our schedule.
We still attended church on
Sunday morning, Sunday
night and Wednesday night.
I knew even at that very
early age that He was still
with me even though we
were miles from where our
old house was.  His quiet
presence stayed with me and
helped me to take one timid
step at a time.  I wasn’t feel-
ing strong or sure … I was
feeling lost and unsure.
Time flew and before long it
was time for high school.  I
wasn’t looking forward to it
at all.  I just never felt set-
tled in all of those years.
My parents tried so hard to
be understanding but I think
we just came to an impasse.
I adored them but it was just
a very difficult time in my

life and they didn’t under-
stand why having friends or
socializing was so important
to me.  I suppose it was only
semi important to me.  I saw
other girls with friends and I
longed to have friends too
but my mom was so over-
protective and thought it
better if I spent most of my
time with my brothers.
Needless to say I was ready
to just “dart out into the
street” as soon as “the door
was opened” and I gradu-
ated.  I launched myself into
my future impetuously with-
out so much as a second
thought and I paid for it in
ways that are unfathomable.
Others paid a price too al-
though they would never
agree.  Fast forward to all of
these years later and I now
fill my hours with growing
my faith which was some-
thing I seemingly took for
granted in youth.  I love the
Lord with all of my heart

and take Him with me wher-
ever I go.  I don’t know how
to breathe without Him.  

I am only human … im-
perfect and scarred but He is
faithful to pick me up when
I fall, to steady me when I
falter and to embrace me as
we walk along this path of
life together.  It matters not
that no one else may take
the time to get to know me,
or may use their time with

me to judge me … the only
thing that matters to me is to
make sure I live this life to
the fullest and tell everyone
I come to know (and many I
never will know) that “my
God is an awesome God –
He reigns from heaven
above – in wisdom, power
and love – my God is an
awesome God!”  Blessings!

From the Pulpit

He sits slumped in his
chair … his glasses have
slid to the tip of his nose.
The Bible in his lap is open
to 1st Peter.  He turns the
old, thin pages with such
loving care.  It has been a
long night.  She kept him
awake the entire length of it
and just dozed short mo-
ments ago.  He knows that
she will sleep now for at
least an hour before she
abruptly starts her routine
again.  He knows that rou-
tine all too well.  It seems as
if it is the only thing she
embraces now.  Her memo-
ries are hers alone these
days.  Sometimes he will
ask her a question and she
will respond with a quick
and appropriate answer –
sometimes she will look at

him as if she is trying to
bore a hole right through
him.  She used to look at
him through eyes filled with
love.  She used to pat his
hand when he was worried.
She used to have long con-
versations with him until
they would both fall asleep
in their chairs and then
laugh about it later.  He
loved her more deeply than
he ever knew he was capa-
ble of.  He was older though
and he was tired.  He prayed
all day long for the Lord to
grant him the energy he
needed to assist her through-
out her day.  He prayed he
wouldn’t forget the impor-
tant things himself such as
who was supposed to take
what medicine and when.
He mostly prayed and asked
the Lord to give him enough
… just enough of whatever
he really needed to do it all
again.  He tried to cook their

meals while she slept so as
not to have a hot stove on
while she was awake … that
could be disastrous.  It was
easy to steer her away from
the stove throughout the day
while there were no pots to
attend to on it.  If she didn’t
sleep then he would just fix
them simple sandwiches to
eat.  As the sun began to rise
he looked up from his read-
ing and glanced in her direc-
tion.  His heart swelled.  He

knew he couldn’t do this
much longer but he just
couldn’t accept the al-
ternative either.  He
laid aside his Bible
and pulled him-
self up from
his chair
to wrap a
small cov-
erlet about her body.
Her slight breathing brought
him comfort and he was just
in time to see a small smile

cross
her lips as
her hand

gently
reached up

and patted his three times.
It was an answer to prayer –
it was enough. 

KKiiddzz  KKoorrnneerr
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You smiled at me and
that single act just

made my day.  I know
there is no way you
could possibly have
known what kind of
day I was having … 
or was I wearing it 

like a cloak?

I was feeling down, 
distraught and tired. 
I was losing hope in

mankind. It seems as
though so many people
have mastered being

mean and hateful 
while so few still cling

to kindness.
It had been a rough

day just full of 
disappointment and

bad news.

I don’t know your
name, don’t know if I

will ever see you again
but I just wanted to

thank you.  Your tiny
act of “niceness” was
healing and restored

just a bit of hope in my
heart.

Thank you for taking
the time to be kind.
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BRISTOL:
7 Eleven - 102 W. Vistula 

Brass Eagle Sport Bar & Café - 909 S. Division (SR 15) 
Bristol Automotive Parts, Inc. - 403 E. Vistula 

Bristol Community Food Pantry - 101 W. Vistula Street 
Bristol O’Hair Port - 102 N. Chaptoula Street 

Chocolate Sensations - 110 Division Street 
Curves - 118 E. Vistula 

Eby’s Family Fun - 14583 State Road 120 
Fluid Fun Canoe & Kayak Sales - 609 N. Division Street 

J & J Lawn & Garden - 19976 CR 6 
Kruse Farm Supply - 19904 CR 6 

Rob’s Barber Shop - 120 W. Vistula 
Rodgers Auto LLC - 302 Chestnut Street

Spectrum Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Co. - (574) 848-5804
(Mobil Merchant)

MIDDLEBURY: 
Affairs to Remember Bridal Shop - 113 E. Warren Street 

Amis Chiropractic - 611 Wayne Street  
Awnings Unlimited  825-9768  "We've got you covered!" 

Backroad Crafts - 11262 CR 116 
Bill’s Collision Service - 13024 US 20 

Cargo Plus Sales - 304 N. Main       
Cell Phones Plus / Verizon Wireless - 851 US 20 Suite 5 

Classee Vinyl Window LLC - 59323 CR 35
Country Wood Creations - 11565 CR 116  

Crystal Valley Computers - 830 S. Main Street Suite A 
Crystal Valley Furniture & Floor Covering - 201 S. Main 

Crystal Valley Power Equipment - 11720W 250N 
Dairy Queen - 416 N. Main 

Dirk’s Quality Automotive - 108 W. Wayne Street 
Fay Schwartz Attorney - 103 N Brown Street 

Fox RV, Inc. - 13431 CR 22  
Grand Rental Station - 131 Orpha Drive  

Healthy Pets - 851 US 20 
Hochstetler Roofing - 56781 CR 43 

Hoosier Tae Kwon Do, Inc. - 106 Wayne Street 
Indiana RV Connection - 503 N. Main 
Irongate Self Storage - 53070 SR 13 

Jenkins Automotive (NAPA Auto Parts) - 132 Orpha Drive      
Jerry’s Standard Service - 101 N. Main Street 

Justrite Nails - 851 US 20 
Long’s Convenience Marathon - 995 US 20 

Middlebury Hills Restaurant - 104 US 20 (Corner of SR13 & US20) 
Middlebury K.O.A. - 52867 SR 13 

Montieth Tire - 132 Orpha Drive Suite B 
Mr. Appliance of Elkhart County - 53855 SR 13 

Old Creamery Antiques - 333 N. Main      
Rullis Italian Restaurant - 851 US 20 Suite 2 

Shady Lane Welding - 56322 County Road 35 
The Cinnamon Stick - 102 S. Main Street  

The Getaway Tanning & Hair Salon - 426-1 N. Main Street 
The Market Place - 511 S. Main 
The Out Post RV - 57756 CR 37 

Unique Finds Resale Shop - 304 N. Main 
Varns & Hoover - 101 S. Main Street 

Village Inn Restaurant - 107 S. Main Street 

GOSHEN: 
7 Eleven - 1000 S. Main Street 

Balloon Express - 125 S. Main Street 
BetterWorld Books - 118 E. Washington Street 

DQ Grill & Chill - 723 W. Pike Street 
Erv’s Vac Shop - 906 Linway Drive 

From Scratch Pet Bakery - 107 W. Washington Street  
Goshen Antique Mall - 107 S. Main Street

Goshen Farm & Lawn Center, Inc. - 2413 Lincolnway East 
Hoogies Sports House - 119 E. Lincoln Ave. 

Jenkins Automotive (NAPA Auto Parts) - 1028 Lincolnway E. 
Joselena Fashions & Alterations - 125 East Lincoln Ave 

Maple City Hobbies - 102 S. Main 
Merle Norman - 125 S. Main Street 
Monteith Tire - 1021 N. Greene Rd 

Monteith Tire & Auto Service Center - 2613 Caragana Ct. 
North Side Appliance Inc. - 1920 Elkhart Road 

Once Upon A Child - 4024 Elkhart Road 
Rain Drain Seamless Guttering, Inc. - 57273 SR 15 

Schrock Mobile Power Wash - 574-312-1113 (Business is mobile) 
Snider’s Leading Jewelers - 128 S. Main Street 

SRP Custom Graphics - 119 E. Lincoln Ave. 
Terri’s Flower Basket - 617 W. Pike Street 

Town & Country Appliance - 215 S. Main Street 
Video Visions - 508 W. Lincoln Ave.   

SYRACUSE: 
Dairy Queen - 700S. Huntington 

JOIN TODAY AT
www.agoodneighborclub.com

or Call 574-825-1677

QUESTION OF THE DAY:
What is the A GOOD NEIGHBOR CLUB?

ANSWER: 
It is a huge bonus that you receive when you 
purchase a Quality Service Agreement with 

A Good Neighbor Heating & Cooling.  

It only makes sense.  

To maintain the integrity of the ever vital HVAC
equipment in our homes we need to have it 

tuned up every spring and fall and what better
way to do that than to be a member of the 

A Good Neighbor Club (and enjoy discounts 
at the same time)?

Every single time you shop with these merchants
you are given special consideration in a way that

keeps dollars in your pocket!

What makes this list of merchants so impressive is
that these are the places we already shop at and

receive services from so what are you waiting for?
Go ahead … join the Club today and realize the

benefits other Club members are already enjoying!

SHIPSHEWANA: 
Along the Pumpkinvine - 145 Harrison Street 

Alpha Building Center - 0855 N. SR 5 
Bread Box Bakery & Café - 120 Morton St. 

Classic Auto Detailing - 7020W 200N 
Classic Jewelers - 350 S. Van Buren Suite G 

Country Yard Outlet - 400 N. Van Buren 
Daily Bread Café - 255 E. Main Street 

Dutchman Hunting Supplies - 8435 W. US 20 
Hostetler’s Health & Wellness - 260 N. Morton Street 

Hostetler’s Hudson Auto Museum - 760 S. VanBuren St 
Hostetler’s Main Street Shoppe - 275 E. Main Street  

Indiana Auto Connection - 805 N. SR 5 
J. Farvers Book & Gift Shoppe - 455 S. VanBuren Street      

JoJo’s Pretzels - 205 N. Harrison Street 1st Floor (Mercantile) 
L & R Marine - 8435 W. US 20 
L.A. Enterprises - 8275W 050N

Lasting Impressions Gift Shoppe - 165 Harrison Street   
Lighthouse Christian Bookstore - 225 N. Harrison Street 

Morton Street Coffee - 260N. Morton Street 
Pampered Pet Boutique - 230 N. Morton Street 

R&S Floor to Wall - 9551W 750N 
Red Wagon Toys - 225 Harrison Street 

Shipshe General Store - 420 N. Van Buren Street 
Shipshewana Harness & Supplies - 815 N. Van Buren Street  

Shipshe Pizza - 145 N. Village Drive 
Shipshe Rental Center - 0900 N. SR 5 

Shipshewana Fitness Center, LLC - 505 E. North Village Drive 
Shipshewana Harness & Supply - 815 North VanBuren Street    

Simple Sounds, Inc. - 225 N. Harrison Street
Splash Waterpark Resort - 800 S. VanBuren  
Wellspring Components LLC - 1085N 850W  

ELKHART: 
Bueters Sewing Center - 205 S. Main Street 
CD’s Pool & Scuba - 23672 Old US Suite P 
Dapper Dog & Fancy Feline - 54595 CR 17 
Dumor Water Specialists - 4405 Wyland Dr. 
Hickory Meats & More, Inc. - 54595 CR 17 

Ink Cartridge Solutions - 1808 E. Bristol Street Suite G 
Insignia Promotions - 135 Easy Shopping Place 

Jenkins Automotive (NAPA Auto Parts) - 59045 CR 13 
Joshica’s Planet Canine - 4411 Wyland Drive 

Martin’s Pet & Garden Center - 116 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Paradise Pools - 655 CR 17 (Next to Lucchese’s) 

Sautter’s Floral & Greenhouse, Inc. - 1725 Toledo Road  
Sassi Tan - 56199 Parkway Ave Suite 10  

Shear Artist, Inc. - 655 CR 17 Suite 3 (Behind Bullard’s Market) 
Signature Lanes - 1180 Fremont Ct. 

S-N-J’s Heavenly Hair Salon - 23737 US 33 Suite F 
Spectrum Eyewear Gallery – Dr. David Britzke, O.D. - 56028 Park-

way Ave., Suite E  
Tip-n-Toe Nail Spa  Parkway - 17 Plaza 56199 Parkway Ave. Suite

10 
Tru Colors Hair Salon - 54595 CR 17 Suite 5 

Video Visions - 655 CR 17  

HOWE: 
Laura’s Bakery - 1255 W. SR 120 

Laura’s Country Store - 1255 W. SR 120 
R & S Carpet Cleaning - 7030N 575E 

The Gathering Place Restaurant - 407 3rd Street 
Twin Mills Camping Resort - 1675 W. SR 120 

LAGRANGE: 
Dale’s Dependable Handyman Service - 2420S 250W 

LIGONIER: 
Dairy Queen - 909 Lincolnway S. 

MISHAWAKA: 
Once Upon A Child - 5936 Grape Road 

MMeerrcchheennttss  SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  OOuurr  CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEffffoorrtt

YOU MUST HAVE 
THIS CARD! 

GET YOUR CARD TODAY

The following is a list of area 
merchants that are dedicated to you,

our local residents. 
These merchants have come together

to offer A Good Neighbor Club 
Members special pricing, discounts,
or sales. Let’s all get involved and

support our local communities!
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INGREDIENTS
• 1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened
• 1/2 cup crumbled Gorgonzola or other blue cheese
• 3 tablespoons fresh thyme, minced
• 2 tablespoons fresh rosemary, minced
• 2 tablespoons fresh Italian parsley, minced
• 1 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
• 2 garlic cloves
• 1/4 cup pine nuts
• kosher salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
• 8 (8 ounce) beef tenderloin filets

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat an outdoor grill for medium-high heat. 
2. Place the softened butter, Gorgonzola cheese, thyme, rosemary, parsley, red pepper flakes, garlic, and pine nuts into the bowl of a 

food processor. Puree until incorporated, taste, then season to taste with salt and pepper. 
3. Season the steaks on all sides with salt and pepper. Grill to desired doneness on preheated grill, about 5 minutes per side for medium 

rare. To serve, top each with about 2 tablespoons of the butter. 

Grilled Tenderloin with Spice Butter Sauce

From Our Kitchen

Who put this weed
here!!!? I felt like scream-
ing it at the top of my lungs.
Sure, I hadn’t been out here
to weed in a year but the
whole garden is covered with
landscape fabric so how does
it happen that I was standing
face to face with a very tall
and robust weed?!  My
grandson was right on my
heels and when I stopped
abruptly because the nasty
thing was towering in front

of me like some kind of omi-
nous sentry blocking the re-
mainder of the path we were
on he collided into me.
“Nana … what is it?”  It’s a
weed; I snarled as I gave the
offensive beast my most
piercing and defiant look.
“Nana, I don’t think that’s a
weed … it looks like a tree.”
It’s not a tree Jason … it is a
very ugly, nasty weed.  I
pondered it for a minute and
only because I didn’t have

garden gloves on I crossed
my arms and stepped angrily
around it.  

Wow, that was a far cry
from the way I felt the last
time I was able to take time
out to visit my garden.  The
last time I was in there was
with Bob and we were just
gushing over how pretty
every little thing was.  Now I
was faced with a year of neg-
lect and the consequence was
evident.  It was time to get

back down on my knees and
put in a concerted effort to
return it to its former glory.
This is what I plan to do with
my weekend that is just a
day away now and I can’t
wait.  

Once again I am reminded

that beauty is always just be-
neath the surface when the
image in front of you is bat-
tered, torn or neglected.  You
just have to work your way
back to it sometimes.  

I am now so thankful for
that weed and for the lesson.

Garden Gab

UP 
COMING
EVENT 

St. John of the Cross in
Bristol will hold a
"MASS ON THE
GRASS' on Sunday, Au-
gust 22 at 10 am at Bon-
neyville Mill County
Park. We will celebrate
the end of summer with
our annual Mass plus our
parish picnic.  The Mass
will be held under a pic-
nic shelter and then we
will take our parish pic-
ture. The church will pro-
vide hot dogs and
hamburgers and everyone
brings a dish to share. We
always have a good
turnout!

I like mine curvy.  Angie
shared that she likes hers curvy
too.  We were talking about
mowing the grass.  My husband
would love it if I would cut the
lawn into perfectly coiffed diag-

onal rows that span the width and length of the yard.  I prefer
to go around the perimeter of everything and then keep that
same outline all the way into the center of the yard.  The
curves are eye candy to me … they make the yard appear to
be in constant movement and they beckon your eyes to move
about and take in the entire expanse and all of the beauty that
is just waiting there for you to behold.

We were standing in Angie’s driveway.  She had carefully
laid out an outline of where she wanted to add a turnabout
with white chalk paint and stakes.  I had asked Bob to go
over and put the turnabout in for them with our skid loader.
As he maneuvered the skid steer here and there we com-
mented on Angie’s wisdom – her forward thinking in having

the turnabout put in.  During the construction process we
shared our ideas on landscaping, child rearing, sandboxes and
trees worthy of climbing by energetic little boys.  As we took
turns directing Bob to take off a little more here or a little
more there (we were struck with how well he could move
that thing around) we began to realize that we were asking a
lot.  I commented that it really wasn’t a “finishing” tool but
you couldn’t really tell when it was all said and done.  Angie
had the “icing” put on it yesterday when she had beautiful
white gravel spread over it … it looks so good! 

All of the neighbors here feel so blessed to have each
other.  We look out for each other and although time may not
afford us very many occasions to stand face to face we all ap-
preciate the times we are able to share.  From an outsider’s
view we might seem kind of funny though … take Friday’s
for instance.  Every Friday you might think of us as the Mid-
dlebury version of the Stepford wives as we are all out in our
yards mowing stripes across the lawn in whatever pattern
happens to appeal to us that day (unless otherwise directed by
our husbands).  It is a comforting picture … it speaks to tradi-
tion, to hurried schedules, to the desire to have a manicured
lawn … to so many nice things.

I really appreciate the neighbors I have – I like them all
and I LOVE mowing.  I like mine curvy.  :)

TALK
ACROSS
THE
FENCE
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DO YOU HAVE A
LOCAL EVENT?

Announce it in A Good
Neighbor News!

Please email all inquiries
to editor@agoodneigh-

bornews.com.

SUMBIT YOUR EVENT
FOR $5.00 - MUST BE
30 WORDS OR LESS!

MMeettrroonnoommee
We apologize that there will be no Metronome 
appearing this month because Alex is out on Vacation.

Cynthia Hostetler
Managing Broker

(260) 336-1376 Cell

(260) 463-2881 Office
(260) 463-7051 Fax
2575 N. SR 9 • PO Box 239
LaGrange, IN 46761
cynthia@cynthiahostetler.com
www.cynthiahostetler.com

M
in

d 
Be

nd
er

z

Cheryl White 
AGENT

NEED MEDICARE HELP?
NEED HEALTH 

OR LIFE INSURANCE?
•  Turning 65 soon?
• Supplement premium too high?
Serving the rural community with the 
convenience of in-home appointments at no charge.

Middlebury, IN
574-825-3359 or 574-370-5588

If I were able to make wishes for mankind that could come
true they would be that we would all be more loving, less
hateful, more understanding, less judgmental, more humble,
less proud, more responsible and less irresponsible.  

Things are not always what they seem.  It is easy to take
our own stress and disappointment out on others when in-
stead we should be exercising our strengths and not giving
into our weaknesses. 

Sudoku Moderate Sudoku Easy
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Sponsered by A Good Neighbor Heating & Cooling …
The A Good Neighbor News should be your #1 newspaper to announce your engagement, the birth of your child, your anniversary or to tell someone Happy Birthday!  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW WHY?
Because it’s our FREE service to you!

Submissions must be made by the 3rd Thursday of the month to editor@agoodneighbornews.com!
Mark your calendars!

One picture or image per announcement is included.
*By using this free service you give A Good Neighbor Heating & Cooling the right to use your email to send you their current advertisements.Your email will not be given or sold to any other unaffiliated entity.  

NEW ARRIVAL
Born to Daniel & Christine Steffie, 

Ms. Madelynn Claire Steffie 
entered the world on July 12  weighing in at 9lbs

2.7 oz.  She was 22 inches long  and she was
delivered at 8:31AM at Goshen Hospital.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
It seems as if every newspaper you have ever opened has a section that
invites their readers to participate on some level.  We felt that a “Letters
to the Editor” section would be a good place for us to start.  We invite
you, our readers, to submit comments on current events, life in general,
the paper itself or perhaps you have questions that you would like to
ask … all on a topic of your choosing. Please keep it light and uplifting
whenever possible.  We look forward to hearing from you.  We reserve
the right to limit and / or edit any submissions at our discretion.

Please email all inquiries to editor@agoodneighbornews.com.

ARE YOU NEWLY MARRIED? 
Our best wishes! Go ahead … tell

everyone … announce it here!

RECENTLY ENGAGED?
We’re so happy for you!  

Post it right here!

WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT?
Wish them the very best and 

they’ll see it here!

ANNIVERSARIES! 
Congratulations!  
Announce it here!

CELEBRATING YOUR NEW ARRIVAL?
What could be more wonderful?

Email us and we’ll make sure it appears right here!

Celebrating Life

I remember so clearly the
day you were born, all wrin-
kled and fresh and pink.  You
smelled wonderful and I
could have spent that entire
first day just tucked into your
neck and breathing in your
sweet scent.

I marveled at the tiny, per-
fect being you were.  I don’t
know what I had expected
but it wasn’t this.  I can still

feel (whenever I think of
you) the very first time my
heart lurched (full of love)
because of you … it was long
before you were born.  It was
the very first moment that I
guessed that I was pregnant.
The following days had my
body morphing into whatever
it was that you needed it to
be and the following years
have seen my life take shape

the same way.  Funny, isn’t it
how one little baby can make
such a huge impact on our
lives?  

Yet all the dirty diapers,
runny noses, massive
amounts of laundry and
messy rooms didn’t deter me
from having your siblings.
Somehow it all just reminded
me of how precious and won-
derful life really is.     



Everyone
wants to save

money.  
It is the one

thing we hear
the most from 
homeowners.  
There are a

few things we
can do for you
that will save
you a lot of

money in the
long run.  

LET’S 
EXAMINE
THEM:

Additional    
Return Air 
Runs
Solve many system

airflow problems
Lack of return air is

a very common prob-
lem for those systems
that were either
poorly designed or
originally planned for
heat only applica-
tions. Adding addi-
tional returns to your
system allows for
greater supply air into

your home, resulting
in better airflow and
comfort for your fam-
ily. The benefits you
will receive by taking
care of this problem
include: quieter oper-
ation, better airflow,
fewer repairs, longer
life of your equip-
ment, lower utility
bills and, best of all,
greater comfort.

Attic 
Ventilator
Take a load off your

air conditioner
Have you ever been

in your attic in the
middle of the sum-
mer? It’s HOT!
That’s why you need
an attic ventilator. As-
sisting your air condi-
tioner in cooling your
home and in lowering
your utility bills, an
attic ventilator ex-
hausts the hot air
from your attic and
brings in cooler air
from the outside. This
circulation of air
greatly reduces the
heat load on your
home allowing your
air conditioner to
work more efficiently
and to cool your

home faster. Adding
an attic ventilator to
your home will save
you money and make
you more comfort-
able. 

Digital 
Setback 
Thermostat
Saving energy with

virtually no   effort
A digital setback

thermostat is de-
signed for people
with fixed schedules
that take them in and
out of the home.
With it, you can pro-
gram the tempera-
ture to ‘set-back’
when you are not at
home. This feature
keeps you comfort-
able when you’re
home and saves you
money when you’re
not by reducing the
energy needs to heat
and cool your home. 

Digital setback
thermostats are avail-
able in what are
called 5+2 day con-
figurations and 7-day
configurations. The
difference is flexibil-
ity. A 5+2 day config-
uration allows you to
set Monday–Friday
as a group setting
with up to four differ-
ent time settings. This
configuration also al-
lows you to set Satur-
day and Sunday as a
separate group with
up to four different
time settings per day.
The 7-day configura-
tion thermostat al-
lows you to program
each day differently
with up to four differ-

ent time settings per
day.

We encourage you
to call us with your
questions.  There are

so many solutions
that will help you to
avoid being a slave to
high utility bills.
We’re just like you.
We all have families
of our own and we
are well aware of
how hard everyone
works to get by.  Ei-
ther one of the three
things listed above
would be a good start
at making a differ-
ence. 

WHO KNEW?
Where does that

dust come from that’s
on the fan blades of
your ceiling fans?
What about all of the
dirt behind the refrig-
erator or stove … that
gummy, yucky mess?  

“It’s just dirt” you
say?  Well … why
don’t all of the sur-
faces in your
home look dusty
and greasy and
gummy?  We’ll
tell you why.  It
has to do with air
flow.  The places
in your home
that harbor the
most dust, the
most grease and
the most yucky
mess are all
within a con-

fined path of airflow
that create those inde-
pendently messy
areas.

Do you know what
else in your home

collects the mess
from air flow?  Your
lungs!  The same
mess you see in your
home, the same
residue that you are
always working so
hard to clean is also
in your lungs.  “How
can that be” you ask?
We’ll tell you.  Your
body creates air flow
every time you inhale
and exhale.  Every
time you inhale you
are taking into your
lungs the microns of
debris floating in the
air.  (Eww!!!)   

“What can I do
about it” you wonder.
You can give us a call
and we will be more
than happy to tell you
how easy it is to
make your home less
of an irritant and
more of a haven.  
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Talk
TECH
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CLASSIFIEDSA GOOD
NEIGHBOR

NEWS

PROPERTY

AVAILABLE: Three (3) ad-joining
PRIME lots in a Ship-shewana
campground.  In-cludes private
well, septic tank, and updated
electric service.  If you’re looking
for a great location for your RV,
Park Model or travel trailer, this is
it!  Own all three lots for only
$21,500.00!  Park includes pri-
vate beach, 100 acre fishing lake,
volleyball, horseshoes, basketball,
and organized dances & activities.
This is a great place for chil-dren
or the retired.  Serious inquiries
only call: 574-361-3317. 

Foxwood Hills Property on three
lots. Private well and septic.
$25,000. Call: 574-361-3317 for
more information. 

Waterfront property avail-able:
located in an up & com-ing,
friendly Shipshewana camp-
ground. Cozy cabin with 1/2
bath, cute kitchen, lots of water-
facing windows, air conditioning,
updated elec-tric, water, newer
carpeting, storage shed, and
wood deck complete with boat
cleats for docking your boat.  All
of this on one lot. Campground is
open April to October with lots of
activities for young and old alike.
$23,000.00, OBO serious in-
quiries only call: 574-361-3317. 

FOR SALE OR LEASE
2 bedroom, 1 bath house. Loca-
tion: Howe, IN. in North Twin
Lakes Subdi-vision. $60,000.00
Sale Price or $500.00 per month
+ security deposit (574) 361-
3317. 

1965 Cadillac Coupe De-Ville
convertible, white with red leather
interior. Road-ready, smooth
driver! $11,500.00 Firm. Serious
in-quiries only! Call: 574-361-
3317. 

Drywall 50 sheets $100.00
5/16” or 5/8” thick, 8ft – 2X4’s
$2.00 each,  Vented Vinyl Soffit
$65.00 per square.  Call for ap-
point-ment  (574) 848-1445. 

Slate pool tables: $895 and up.
Contact Pool Table Doc-tor at
(574) 848-0606. 909 S. Division
St. Bristol, IN. 

ARE YOU AN 
EXPERIENCED HVAC 

TECHNICIAN OR 
INSTALLER? 

… who is interested in work-ing
for an established growth oriented
local company that provides great
career opportu-nities, good pay
and commis-sions as well as on-
going job training? If so, apply
today. All contacts will be kept
confiden-tial. This is a drug-free
work place and we do test. Email
your resume to editor@agood-
neighbornews.com. Mention this
code: WANT-ED310. 

SALESPERSON
A Good Neighbor

News is 
looking for a sales

person to sell ad space for this 
publication. This position can

lead to sales opportunities with 
A Good Neighbor owned 

companies. Do you think you
have what it takes? 

Call Bob today! Become part of
the A Good Neighbor team.

574-825-1677

BCC CLEANING SERVICES 
Senior & Disabled dis-counts!
Weekly/Bi-Weekly/Monthly. Con-
tact Christine Chitwood (574)
848-0119. 

Delivering: Composted duck ma-
nure, Screened top soil, Sand,
Gravel and Limestone.  Call: 260-
499-0659. 

Bristol Tree Service: 25 years ex-
perience. Tree climb-ing & 60’ lift.
Trimming,   removals, hedges &
gutter cleaning. Insured. Free esti-
mates. 848-5952. 

I Buy Houses CASH! Quick sale,
fair price. Call: 260-768-3100. 

HOMES

AUTOS

BUILDING
SUPPLIES

RECREATIONAL

HOUSEHOLD

EMPLOYMENT

SERVICES

DO YOU HAVE 
LIVESTOCK, HORSES OR 

PRODUCE FOR SALE?

PLACE AN AD 
WITH US

Contact us at 
editor@agoodneighbornews.com or

call 574-825-1677

CLASSIFIED RATES
.25¢ Per Word - $5.00 Minimum

Contact us at editor@agoodneighbornews.com or 
call 574-825-1677. 

Deadline to place Classifieds is 18th of every month.

WANTED
Advertisers to advertise
their wares/services in
the A Good Neighbor

News.

The A Good Neighbor News is a
monthly publication with a readership

of over 26,000.  Get your message 
out to the exact demographic you

are trying to appeal to. 
All of Middlebury, all of Shipshewana
… all of Bristol … that’s right.  The A
Good Neighbor News is delivered to
every single mail box and Post Office

Box in all three towns.

The A Good Neighbor News is a 

full color publication!  What better 
way to really stand out and be seen?

The A Good Neighbor News is a
proven winner when it comes to table
time in the average home.  This paper

seems to stay in homes longer than any
other local newspaper publication.

Our readers hang on to their papers for
extended periods of time.

The A Good Neighbor News is 
constantly evolving and becoming even
bigger and better and yet we still have

such a reader friendly format that every
single submission is seen and read.

What other paper can hold that claim?

At a mere $10.00 per column inch 
you can reach your target audience 

and reap the rewards.  

Come on … 
what are you waiting for?

Call (574) 825-1677 for more 
information or email 

submissions/questions to 
editor@agoodneighbornews.com
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MUST PRESENT COUPON, EXPIRES 8/23/10

Jerryʼs Standard Service

101 N. Main St. • Middlebury, IN
574-825-5040

FREE TIRE ROTATION w/any service

MENTAL BENEFITS
Improve Your Confidence
Strengthen Your Attitude

Increase Your Concentration
Gain Peace of Mind
Help Reduce Stress
Keeps Your Interest
Enjoy New Friends
PHYSICAL BENEFITS

Improve Yor Flexibility
Strengthen Your Muscles

Increase Your Coordination
Gain Self-Defence Skills
Help Increase Endurance

Keeps You Agile
Enjoy New Challenges MUST PRESENT COUPON, EXPIRES 8/23/10

20% Off any basic
enrollment!

STAY FIT FOR LIFE
WITH MARTIAL ARTS

Hoosier Taekwondo
106 Wayne Street • Middlebury, IN 46540
(574) 825-4231 • Hoosiertaekwondo.com

in front of her then moved
way back so she could in-
vestigate without feeling
scared.

I will never forget that
day as long as I live.  So
many blessings happened in
that same 24 hours and I
could write a book to tell
you about them all.  Why,
even mama loves to tell the
stories of that day.  Ella
Mae is 11 years old now
and she still waits for me
every day at the side of our
house.  Soon I will be off to
college and mama will take
my place in feeding her.
We’ve already been taking
turns in hopes of Ella Mae
understanding and not being

upset once I’m gone.  
Way back in the early

days of Ella Mae coming to
see me daddy decided to
build her a hutch and then
before winter came he in-
stalled a heater in it.  Every
month we went off to the
farm stand to buy fresh
straw to store up for her
bedding in it.  She could
enter or exit her hutch
whenever she wanted and
she made good use of it.  

She has brought babies to
meet me many times there
at the side of the house over
the years but she and I have
a special bond that I have
learned so much from.  You
might wonder what I could

have possibly learned from
a wild rabbit … well, just
this, that trust is something
to be earned.  That love and
loyalty go hand in hand.
And as though that weren’t
enough I have learned one
of the most important les-
sons of all, that even in
absence love is
just as strong,
just as
loyal.    

Celery & Carrots CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1Puzzle Answers
FROM PAGE 8

SEPTEMBER ONLY
50% OFF A GOOD NEIGHBOR

NEWS FULL COLOR COUPON ADS
Please call by August 15th to Schedule Your Ad

Coupon expires - August 15, 2010
Call 574-825-1677


